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MARITIME

Aligning with
Global
Standards

Bryn Heimbeck, Co-Founder and
President of Trade Tech, Inc.,
discusses the UAE's Maritime Preload
Cargo Information (MPCI) Programme
and how Trade Tech's expertise

can help companies navigate the
upcoming compliance requirements
by the July 2025 deadline

he UAE's Maritime Preload Cargo

Information (MPCI) programme,

managed by the UAE’s National

Advance Information Center (NAIC)

under the Federal Authority of Identity,
Citizenship, Customs, and Ports Security (ICP),
requires electronic submission of containerised
cargo details at least 24 hours prior to vessel
departure from last foreign departure port
outside the UAE.

Can you explain how the UAE’s MPCI Program
aligns with the broader global trend toward
standardised pre-departure security filings?
How do you see this evolving in the next few
years?

The UAE's MPCI Programme is part of the ongoing
global effort to enhance maritime supply

chain safety and risk management. It reflects a
broader international trend where global trade

is recognised as a critical part of every nations’
economy and needs to be safeguarded against
potential threats while continuing its viability.

Bryn Heimbeck,
Co-Founder and President
of Trade Tech, Inc
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Since 2002, nearly 40 countries have implemented advanced
cargo information systems to improve risk assessment and
trade flow. The UAE is the next country, and it is not likely

to be the last. The UAE was one of the leading countries to
implement pre-loading cargo information for air shipments
(PLACI), setting an early example for proactive, risk-based
controls. Expanding this to maritime cargo through the MPCI
programme strengthens that approach and supports more
secure, streamlined trade.

The programme follows similar approaches already
established in regions like North America and Europe,
demonstrating a consistent global approach to pre-departure
cargo information reporting. By requiring electronic
submission of containerised cargo details 24 hours prior to
vessel departure, the UAE is aligning with international best
practices in trade security.

As global trade evolves, pre-departure filing systems

will continue to be refined, with each region adapting
enhancements implemented by others and a growing trend
toward standardisation in their local and global security
requirements.

Trade Tech has experi with regul ¥ requirements
like the EU’s IC52 and the US ISF. How has this experience

WWW.CBNME.COM

ALIGNING WITH GLOBAL STANDARDS I

prepared you for
the challenges of
the MPCI Program?
Trade Tech's work
with 36 Customs
Agencies in

North America,
Europe, Japan, and
South Africa has
given it both the
technical depth
and regulatory
experience to
address MPC|
requirements
quickly and
thoroughly.

These past
implementations
have given us the
experience on

how to manage
multiple parties,
ensure early-stage
data readiness,
and maintain
compliance across
jurisdictions, while
supporting the company's growing customer base.
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25. Our experience in supporting 1CS2
ENS rollout and similar systems in

the US, Japan, Mexico, and Canada,
amongst others, means it has detailed
knowledge of what is needed.

What do you think will be the
immediate and long-term impact

of this regulation on global supply
chains, particularly in the Middle East
region?
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In the near term, companies will need
to adjust their internal workflows to
ensure data is ready earlier in the
shipment lifecycle. This may require
process changes or closer integration
between partners.

Over the long term, the benefits are

substantial. The regulation will:

. Reduce the risk of last-minute
shipping disruptions

+  Enhance supply chain visibility
and coordination

+  Strengthen the UAE's role as a
secure, efficient logistics hub

The model is also expected to influence
broader regulatory alignment across
GCC countries and beyond, especially
in regions looking to modernise their
maritime controls.

Trade Tech currently operates in over
35 countries. How do you ensure

that your platform is flexible enough
to handle different regulatory
requirements across jurisdictions?
Flexibility is at the core of our platform
design. Syrinx Trade Security allows
users to handle multiple filing types
from a single interface — including
ICS2, ISF, AMS, and now MPC| — without
needing to reconfigure their internal
systems.

Key features include:

+  Multiple input options: direct
entry, structured uploads, or full
EDI integration

+  Support for both carrier and
house-level filings

. Real-time filing status dashboards
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for visibility across jurisdictions

. Secure data exchange with
Customs and supply chain
partners

Because we operate globally — with
offices across Morth America, Asia,
Europe, and the Middle East — we're
able to localise support while
maintaining a globally consistent
platform experience.

What advice would you give to
companies who are just starting

to prepare for compliance with the
UAE's MPCI Programme?

Start now. With the implementation
deadline fast approaching, early
preparation is essential. Begin by
understanding the filing roles and
responsibilities that apply to your
organisation, whether you're a vessel
operator, master loader, or forwarder.

Make sure your systems can:

+  Capture the required data well in
advance of departure

. Format and submit it electronically
through the approved filing
channels

+  Respond quickly to NAIC feedback
or requests for information

Equally important is choosing the
right technology partner — one with a
proven track record in pre-departure
security filings. A reliable platform can
reduce manual effort, help prevent
errors, and ensure your cargo isn't
delayed due to incomplete or late
filings. «
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